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demanded the restitution of the looted wealth of
the Church; not indeed of the whole of it, but
so much as had been irregularly seized after
the solemn engagements made in the middle of the
sixteenth century, wherein those who began the
looting promised they would go no further
than they had already gone. Ferdinand de-
manded that what they had taken since that date,
in defiance of the pact, should be handed back
again to the support of religion.
It was always this financial demand, wherever
it was made, which started the trouble. Exactly
the same thing a few years later took place in
Britain, when Charles I, on a much smaller scale,
tried to get back some of the looted wealth of
the Church in Scotland, That was the real
root of the armed resistance which Charles had
to meet and which ended in his defeat, and death
on the scaffold. It was Ferdinand's demand for
restitution on a much larger scale in Germany
which led to the armed conflict there.
The particular event which started the main
trouble was the quarrel over the government of
Bohemia. The kingdom of Bohemia belonged
by hereditary right to Ferdinand, and he had been
accepted as King of Bohemia according to that
right before he had become Emperor; but cer-
tain of the magnates in Bohemia, notably Thurn
(whose action in his country was exactly like the